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I express my gratitude to the organizers of ISOFAR for inviting me to represent IFOAM, the International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements to the launching ceremony of ISOFAR.

Like many other interest groups, IFOAM for long had a scientists group. Over the years efforts have been made by IFOAM, its World Board and particularly by Bernward Geier, to transform this scientific group into an active international network of researchers.  Very concrete steps were finally taken in this direction in the time leading to the IFOAM World Congress 2000 in Basel. As a matter of fact, it was then that an initiative driven by Prof. Uli Köpke and Dr. Urs Niggli in the form of a rough project outline of ISOFAR formed the basis of the first concrete talks between IFOAM and ISOFAR.  Two years later, Suzanne Vaupel, coordinated the efforts to link IFOAM and ISOFAR.

I am happy that the initiative has taken a concrete shape in the form of ISOFAR, the International Society for Organic Farming Research.

Background:

In the past 10 years organic agriculture has emerged as the fastest growing sector in agriculture. Global demand for organic products has sharply risen and will continue to do so. An increasing number of universities in the developed countries have set up faculties and institutes for organic agriculture and scientists have integrated organic farming in one way or the other in their research. There has been an increasing engagement of FAO in Organic Agriculture as well.  Yet, organic research constitutes a small part of the formal research system. In developing countries, NGOs and farmers associations have initiated farmer – centered research, using Participatory Technology Development or the Farmer Field School methodology, which is farm-based, participatory and draws on local knowledge and tradition. However, farmer centered organic research is still very underdeveloped.  Also, as long as the higher levels of policy-makers have limited interest in the organic sector, organic research will remain insignificant.  
IFOAM considers the lack of “organic” research as an important weakness, which needs strengthening. There is a need to increase the competent knowledge in order to enhance the position of organic sector and to make appropriate use of the rise in the sector.  

Throughout the world, the organic community is faced with the same problem: lack of adequate funding for organic research. Organic research focuses on public goods, resources and techniques that are not readily patentable. This explains why organic research attracts little investment from private sources compared to conventional and genetic engineering approaches. Insufficient funding is available to conduct adequate organic research. Definitely, higher levels of public funding are needed.

Moreover, much of the existing organic research has been conducted by individuals scattered throughout poorly funded private research organizations or by organic farmers on their farms. As a result, organic research tends to be more diffuse and there is lack of coordination of organic research at the international level. 

IFOAM's mission and emerging research needs of its membership: 

IFOAM’s Mission is leading, uniting and assisting the organic movement in its full diversity.  Our goal is worldwide adoption of ecologically, socially and economically sound systems that are based on the principles of Organic Agriculture.

 “Organic” research not only poses challenges for us but also distinguishes it from conventional agriculture. It encompasses not just the production techniques and best management practices, not just ecological impacts of agriculture on our environment, but also the cultural, ethical, social justice aspects, the economy of the production process, trade chain, the adaptation of organic guarantee system to Third World countries and the north – south linkages of organic sector.
In fulfilling its mission, IFOAM represents the “diverse” stakeholders of the organic movement, be it groups of farmers, traders, processors, consumers, consultants, researchers, extensionists, education and training institutions, inspection and certification bodies, NGOs engaged in rural development, environmental groups and organizations involved in advocacy and lobbying. 
IFOAM as a federation of “organic movements” is already, since over 30 years, the home and umbrella for all stakeholders, ‘the movers and shakers’ in the Organic Agriculture. IFOAM unites and represents the complexity and diversity of the organic movement worldwide. Therefore, addressing the research needs of its membership is the guiding principle for IFOAM in defining its role in organic research. IFOAM seeks to identify with its interested membership and would like to move organic research forward in a cooperative and systematic way.  

IFOAM has a global membership base of 750 member organizations in more than 100 countries. Approximately 175 IFOAM member organizations are engaged in organic research of some form.

Information sharing on organic research has occurred on the global level at the past fourteen IFOAM World Congresses – originally named IFOAM Scientific Conferences. Some efforts have been made by its membership for coordinating organic research on regional levels as well. In Europe, the United States of America, and Asia and recently in Latin America, scientists have started regional networks. However, not all efforts are related to the organic movement. Furthermore, there has been no global over-arching structure that could enable ongoing contacts within the research community, synergies interactions with other researchers, share information and avoid unnecessary duplication.  

In its efforts to formalize its role in organic research, last year IFOAM had commissioned a survey to identify research needs of its membership. The key objective of this survey was to have a representative picture on the status of organic research, the challenges it faces, as well as the direction it needs.  One of the major needs expressed unequivocally by its membership, is to strengthen organic research from academic to farmer- centered. Among others, it felt necessary to promote research that helps agricultural producers to have access and support, to take advantage of technologies, production systems and trade regimes that are economically and ecologically sustainable.

Aspects relevant to Organic Research               

· Organic agriculture research is distinct from other agricultural research, not necessarily in the nature of the researched issues and problems and certainly not for any research methods unique to them. The distinction is in the context under which organic research is conducted and the ethos prevailing in the research environment.

· Quality in organic agricultural research therefore, should be judged in terms of: its systemic orientation, inter-disciplinary nature, link to societal concerns, and commitment to improving the knowledge base of beneficiaries of that research. 
· Therefore, researchers in organic agriculture should be open to learning and developing their competencies through practice, to meet its quality criteria.   
· Organic research, for it to be socially relevant and meaningful, has to support changes at methodological, personal and institutional level.

· The need to “solve specific problems” at the production level (e.g. soil nutrients, breeding, rotations) and to “improve whole situations” at industry and associated levels (food quality and safety, animal welfare, ethics) are just as important in organic agricultural research as they have been in all agriculture. Therefore, where appropriate, organic agricultural research should be incorporating reductionism and thinking with systemic approaches and methodologies devised according to context. 
· Further, it is relevant that researchers bring Indigenous Knowledge applications more center stage. The scientific research community needs to recognize and appreciate indigenous knowledge in research. The time tested technologies developed by farmers over centuries, particularly in tropical and sub- tropical areas need scientific validation by researchers to prove their scientific basis and provide wider acceptance to them. The researchers need to document and protect the indigenous traditional knowledge and agro- bio-diversity that forms the basis of organic agriculture in its particular agro- ecological situations.
IFOAM’s research agenda 

IFOAM’s research agenda includes, but is not limited to: 

· To exchange information about relevant research issues by hosting scientific conferences and providing a platform for organic researchers/ scientists to interact with organic farmers, identifying research needs and providing a framework to discuss and set research priorities.

·  To facilitate research collaboration, exchanges and coordination of efforts.

· To promote organic research at national and international research organizations.    
· To publish and disseminate research results.  And
· To influence research priorities of international institutions such as CGIAR, the World Bank, FAO, etc. 
IFOAM’s Role in Organic Agricultural research
· Be a world leader in stimulating a process towards a clear and comprehensive concept of organic agriculture research. While many organic production methods must be developed locally, the underlying, scientific and organic principles can be shared globally.   
· Continue to assume its international responsibility in facilitating and influencing worldwide agenda of organic agricultural research. Influence research policy- makers and broaden funding base of research through lobbying and advocacy. (CGIAR, FAO, the World Bank, national governments, etc.) For this, IFOAM tenders it’s own generic research projects that help to prepare position papers to be used for lobbying.
· Facilitate identification of research needs, gaps and determine priorities for research through producer participation and in interactive flora of producer, researcher and extentionist participation.  
· Establish meaningful research programs assuring research quality (based on the needs of the organic sector in general and organic farmers in particular) through cross-institutional collaboration.
· Ensure access to research findings and other forms of knowledge development within and outside of IFOAM’s network (for example, through publications) 

· Provide a platform to share research experiences, approaches, methodologies at global and regional level through its Organic World Congress and regional conferences. 

How these objectives are to be achieved, through what activities and what type of structural framework will be enabled is yet to be decided.  IFOAM has set up a Research Task Force with a two-fold mandate on the objectives of organic research and to define IFOAM’s role in organic research. The Task Force is yet to complete its mandate.  Dr. Urs Niggli is a member of the IFOAM’s Research Task Force and we will strive to see that IFOAM and ISOFAR compliment each other’s efforts.    

Partnership between IFOAM and ISOFAR 

Having outlined the objectives of IFOAM’s role in organic research, I would now like to elaborate on areas of effective collaboration between IFOAM and ISOFAR.

By establishing the International Society for Organic Farming Research, the organic research community has moved a step forward to promote quality organic research. The founders and most of the members of ISOFAR have been closely associated with IFOAM and are well aware of reaching out to the membership of IFOAM.  As ISOFAR is ready to offer working structures to IFOAM for getting its research ideas formulated for a global research agenda and work towards it, IFOAM recognizes the significant role ISOFAR could play in coordinating and harmonizing the research efforts at international level. A close cooperation between IFOAM and ISOFAR would be mutually benefiting. A scientific organic research community working pro-actively would allow ensuring quality of research and fund raising. 

IFOAM, in principle, welcomes ISOFAR as a forum of scientific researchers, acknowledges their scientific expertise, competence and capacity, to implement organic agriculture research program. I have qualified my statement as in principle, as the final decision is to be made by IFOAM’s World Board.

IFOAM could focus on objectives spelled out earlier, such as lobbying, organizing interactive fora, etc. and leave implementation of specific research programs to ISOFAR.

Through IFOAM, ISOFAR can be linked directly to all the stakeholders of the organic movement from over 100 countries. IFOAM’s World Organic Congress can provide ISOFAR a platform for global exchange not only between researchers, but also with organic farmers and other stakeholders. IFOAM’s regional and thematic conferences also offer opportunities for interaction.  Connection with farmers can also be made through IFOAM’s Farmers’ Group. Additionally, ISOFAR can get connected with IFOAM members from the Third World and Central and Eastern European countries through IFOAM’s Development Forum and other IFOAM structures. 
Finally, there is a need for developing Regional Platforms and thus there has to be stress on effective operation and coherent regional development strategy for organic research. I sincerely hope that ISOFAR will build not only a strong, participatory, North- South collaborative research agenda for organic agriculture movements. But, it will also establish and maintain a close South- to- South collaboration between Asia, Africa and Latin America, the regions that have nurtured for centuries a broad spectrum of rich and diverse cultures and agricultural systems and where majority of the small and marginal farmers of the world reside. I hope ISOFAR will build effective institutional mechanisms to ensure that research priorities and needs of regional, sub-regional and local level are addressed appropriately.

IFOAM would like to extend and repeat the invitation to ISOFAR not only to work very closely together, but also to consider co-operating structurally, as we do believe that what belongs together should come together – to grow organically together.

On behalf of IFOAM and my personal behalf, I wish the International Society a very bright future and hope that it will be reckoned as the leading scientific society of organic research in the World in the years to come,   

�      	I acknowledge, with thanks, the contribution of Sri N. Sriskandrajaha and Gabreile Stoll, members of IFOAM’s Research Task Force for sharing their ideas with me.  








