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ORGANIC FARMING -  
AGRICULTURE OF THE FUTURE

When, as Director of the worldwide umbrella organ-
isation for organic agriculture movements (IFOAM),  
I helped to introduce this organisation in Central and 
Eastern Europe in the extremely difficult conditions of 
the 1980s, I was pleased to meet some of the Czech 
pioneers of organic farming. At our first regional meet-
ing in Poland in 1989 we agreed that the next meeting 
should be held in Czechoslovakia, as it then was.

It was the pioneer Richard Barták, later Deputy 
Minister for (organic!) farming, who, together with 
his friends Bořivoj Šarapatka, Jiří Urban and Jiří 
Chlebníček, decided to take responsibility for organ-
izing a small – as we then thought – regional seminar. 
However, political events gathered dramatic pace and, 
with the political opening-up and newly gained free-
dom, the interest in organic farming grew rapidly. In 
winter 1990, right after the revolution, several hundred 
people met near Olomouc at a conference on organic 
agriculture. The charged atmosphere of the birth of 
something new will remain permanently etched in my 
memory. Top European specialists came to give lec-
tures; it was a demanding event with unexpected im-
pact, the pioneers of the young Organic Farming move-
ment coped with the challenge excellently – thanks to 
what is typical for them to this day – their relentless 
commitment to a common aim, their flexibility, as well 
as their courage and their confidence that even the 
seemingly impossible can be achieved.

The enthusiasm and energy that flowed from this first 
OF meeting was the best ever basis for ensuing rapid 
development of organic farming in the Czech Republic 
which, since its very beginning, has been growing in 
mutual and close cooperation with similar movements 
in neighbouring countries.

You have remained loyal to this openness in a beauti-
ful way, especially thanks to the now traditional Bio-
academy in Lednice. As a lecturer and participant in 
Bio-academy I have myself experienced how lively 

Bernward Geier,  
from 1987 till 2005  
a Director at IFOAM head 
office - International  
Federation of Organic  
Agriculture Movements

and dynamic the development of the organic move-
ment has been since that meeting in Olomouc. It is 
mainly due to Bio-academy that the Czech OF move-
ment has established itself in a certain leading role for 
the whole region. Not that you have claimed this role 
for yourselves; it has developed naturally, due to your 
commitment and the creation of the Lednice platform. 
The series of Lednice Bio-academies has given, and 
will continue to give, crucial stimulus for the further 
development of OF movements within the Czech Re-
public and neighbouring countries. Bio-academy re-
mains a fertile field for the cultivation of international 
exchange of information and regional cooperation. In 
this context, great importance lies in the cooperation 
with the Austrian OF movement and especially with 
FiBL, the Swiss Research Institute of Organic Agricul-
ture which, in the meantime, has supported the estab-
lishment of a new department - Bio-institut, o.p.s.- in 
the Czech Republic.

Throughout all these years, contact with the PRO-
BIO Association has also been remarkably intense, 
sustained mainly by the friendship that was born in 
Olomouc in 1990 with Jiřina Pavelková, Jiří Urban and 
also Bořivoj Šarapatka from the Palacký University.

When my thoughts go back to that time, I realize 
what these pioneers have achieved: from an initial three 
organic farms, there are now more than 2,000 of them. 
With organic agriculture taking a share of approximate-
ly 10% of agricultural land(6% of what? of farmers,  
of total farm area, of volume of food production,  
of value of food market ???), the Czech Republic holds 
one of the leading positions in the entire European Un-
ion. Such success has not simply fallen from the sky; it 
is the result of a common vision and tireless effort. To-
gether with inquisitiveness and willingness to cooper-
ate, this has ensured that conversion to organic farming 
can offer Czech agriculture the opportunity for innova-
tion and future perspectives.

The main task will be to develop OF in such a way as 
exponentially to increase not only areas of grassland, 
but especially of arable land as well as land for fruit & 
vegetables. To achieve this you need further to inten-
sify your excellent advisory services and increase the 
transfer of knowledge into practice, thus making your 
specialist know-how and practical skills available to 
farmers interested in conversion to the organic system.

I am therefore very pleased to hear of this “Organic 
Farming” book which will provide anyone interested 
in this type of farming with a practically focused text-
book. In this book you have a basic summary of work 
covering all relevant themes in which the most com-
petent authors, coordinated by Bořivoj Šarapatka and 
Jiří Urban, provide definitive contributions valid not 
only within the Czech Republic.
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Dear readers, 

Organic agriculture (OA) or organic farming (OF) has found a firm position in the world. This is 
because OF provides an answer to numerous questions and problems of contemporary agriculture and 
of rural life in general. It relates to food quality and thus also to human health. Organic farming is a 
multifunctional model with economic, social and ecological goals. It relies on local resources, requires 
more labour than conventional farming, is more considerate to the natural environment and produces 
good quality foodstuffs. It is based on long-term sustainability, economic viability and regard for na-
ture, for animals and for people for whom it also provides work and especially for whom it produces 
safe food of good quality.

It is pleasing to see ever-improving cooperation between all those involved in the development of 
OF, i.e. farmers, government bodies and consumers. The role of advisers, researchers and educators is 
also growing. It is for all these specialist groups that we have written this book, for practical agriculture 
but also as a textbook for teachers and students.

The real value of this book is in the fact that it has been compiled by a number of OF specialists and 
institutions focusing on this area of agriculture. Their projects added a wealth of interesting new data 
to the text.

Neither could the book have been published without the help of many institutions and people to 
whom we wish to express our thanks.

Our great thanks go to the Czech Ministry of the Environment for supporting the publication of the 
Czech version of the book with money from EU sources and from the state budget. Also to the Czech 
Ministry of Agriculture for their work on publishing this English version. We believe that it will find 
much wider use than only within the Czech Republic.

The book could not have been published without the technical help of the Institute of Agricultural 
Economics and Information (IAEI) in Prague and without the technical work of Reprotisk s.r.o. prin-
ters in Šumperk.

We also thank FiBL CH-Frick, BLE D-Bonn, the Faculty of Science of the Palacký University in 
Olomouc and other institutions for their specialist material.

We believe you will find useful information in this book that will be of help to you in your practical 
activities as well as in further studies.

Olomouc, 2009						     Bořivoj Šarapatka and Jiří Urban
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